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Licensing Conditions for a Non-franchised Bus

A bus must be operated strictly in compliance with the Road Traffic Ordinance and its subsidiary
legislation. Prior approval must be obtained from the Commissioner for Transport for transfer of
ownership and replacement of bus.

A bus must be used exclusively for the purpose(s) approved by the Commissioner for Transport.
Any change in the use of the wvehicle must be reported to the Commissioner for Transport
immediately.

In accordance with Regulation 48 of the Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of \Vehicles)
Regulations, Cap. 374, a bus must be marked plainly and correctly in English and Chinese writing of
uniform size, not less than 10 mm in height —

Q) inside the vehicle (on the lower deck if it is a double-decked bus); and
(i) outside the vehicle at the rear or on the near side.

with the number of passengers for whom seats are provided on each deck of the bus, and the number
of standing passengers who may be carried in a single-decked bus or on the lower deck of a
double-decked bus while it is in motion (as specified in the registration document issued in respect of
the vehicle).

No advertising signs or marks should be displayed in or on a bus unless prior approval is obtained
from the Commissioner for Transport in writing.

Documentary evidence must be shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioner for Transport that
suitable arrangements are made for the maintenance of the bus for the valid period of the licence.

Under no circumstances will a bus be permitted to stand or ply for hire in any public place or in any
place other than a place specified in a pre-arranged contract of hire and no driver or person acting or
purporting to act on behalf of the driver of a bus shall in any manner attract or endeavour to attract
any person in order to induce such person to make use of the vehicle.

A bus must maintain a high standard of cleanliness at all times.

Licensing of a bus for further periods is not automatic and may be approved subject to such
conditions as considered appropriate from time to time by the Commissioner for Transport.

A bus must pass a vehicle examination conducted by the Transport Department before renewal of the
vehicle licence.

In accordance with Regulation 39 of the Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) Regulations, Chapter
374, no vehicle may be hired to any person unless the registered owner is satisfied that the user of the
vehicle is properly insured against Third Party Risks when the vehicle is on hire.

Two or more signs in English and Chinese to indicate that smoking is prohibited must be displayed
prominently inside the bus or in both the upper and the lower deck if the vehicle is a double decker.

A bus shall not be used for the carriage of passengers unless a passenger service licence in respect of
the vehicle is in force for the carriage of passengers.

A bus is also subject to any other conditions as detailed in the passenger service licence and the letter
offering the licence.
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