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Extension of Rear Seat Belt to Taxls

With effect from 1 January 2001, passengers (no matter at the
front or rear on taxis) are required to wear seat belts if
avallable In the rear of taxis as well as in the front. Taxls
registered on or after the same date are required to be fitted
with rear seat belts. The new requirements are the continuing
efforts being taken by the Government to further enhance road
safety. The wearing of seat belts will help reduce the number
and severity of injuries suffered in traffic accidents.

Under the revised rear seat belt legislation for taxis,
passengers have the responsibility to ensure that they are
securely fastened by means of a seat belt if it is available. Taxi
drivers are also urged to remind passengers on hoard to wear
seat belts,

Any passenger who is found not wearing an available seal bell
is liable to a maximum fine of $5,000 and imprisonment of up
to three months.
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Give Way to Emergency Vehicles

There is a regulation requiring drivers to give way and take all
possible actions to make way for the passage of any police
vehicle, fire services vehicle or appliance, ambulance or
customs and excise service vehicle which is sounding a siren or
displaying a flashing beacon.

As time Is preclous for emergency vehicles engaged in saving
lives and properties, all drivers should observe this regulation
by driving their vehicles to the nearside lane when emergency
vehicles are behind them. If emergency vehicles are behind
you while you are stopped at a signal junction during a red
phase, you should endeavor to move to the roadside or to drive
carefully to clear the junction provided you are sure that it is
safe to do so. Likewlse If you are approaching a signal junction
during a green phase and the emergency vehicle is in the
opposing flow, you should slow down and yield to the opposing
traffic, thus facilitating the passage of the emergency vehicle.
As a pedestrian, no matter whether you are on the crossing or
on the footpath, you should be on the alert and be prepared for
the sudden switch of vehicle movements on the road or even
on to the footpath when emergency vehicles are approaching,
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Safe Speed, Safe Drive

Speeding is a serious traffic offence and is one of the major
causes of traffic accidents in Hong Kong. In the past few years,
an average of 185,000 fixed penalty tickets for speeding were
issued annually, Drivers who break speed limits do not just put
their own safety at risk but also pose threats to other road
users. In view of this, the Government has developed a
comprehensive package to combat the problem and Lo
enhance road safety.

{a) Review of existing speed limit on roads

Speed limit reviews are carried out regularly to ensure that the
prevailing speed limit of a road section is at its optimum level
having regard to safety and engineering considerations,

{b) Signing arrangements

Larger and simple speed limit signs have been used to Improve
their readability.

Mew speed limit reduction warning signs have been erected at
about 100 m or 200 m ahead of road sections where there is a
speed limil reduction of 20 km/h or more along the main road,
Transverse yellow bar markings and/or the traffic sign "REDUCE
SPFEED MOW" have been placed on all exits of expressways and
approaches Lo tunnel booths to remind motorists to reduce
speed in good time.

(c) Stepped-up enforcement

While action is being taken to expand the Speed Enforcement
Camera Systems to cover more expressways and facilitate
stepped-up enforcement action, adequate advance warning
signs have been erected to alerl motorists of the presence of
the existing systems.

(d) Heavier penalty for excessive speeding

With effect from 1 January 2001, the fixed penalty and the
corresponding driving-offence points for serious speeding
oifences ispeeding in excess of speed limit over 30 km/h) have
been revised as follows to provide a stronger deterrent effect:
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Speeding In Excess of Fixed Penalty | Driving-Offence
Speed Limit by Foints

15 km/h or less £320

More than 15 km/h but less £450

than or equal to 30 km/h

Maore than 30 km/h but less (% 600 5

than or equal to 45 km/h

Mare than 45 km/h* (5 1000) (100
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* Upon conviction the driver shall be disqualified Tor driving lor
a period of not less than & months, unless the court or
magistrate for special reasons orders otherwise,

I 1 Revised figures.
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Probationary Driving Licence for
Motorcyclists

I. The Government has recently introduced a probationary
driving licence scheme for inexperienced motorcyclists
who have a relatively high accident involvement rate over
the past few years.

2. Any person who applies to take a motor cycle driving test
on or after | October 2000 is only eligible to apply for a
probationary driving licence upon passing the test. The
holder of a probationary driving licence Is required by law
to satisfactorily undergo a mandatory 12-month probation
period before he/she can apply for a full driving licence

. For the purpose of enhancing road safety, holders of a
probationary driving licence are subject to additional
driving restrictions on top of existing ones applicable to
ordinary motorists. Specifically, probationary motorcyclists
are

[a) required to display a ‘F plate at the front and rear of
the motor cycle or motor tricycle they are driving:

Ib) not allowed to carry any passenger on the motor cycle

or molor tricycle they are driving;

ic) not allowed to drive their motor cycle

or motor tricycle at a speed in excess of

. 70 km/h, even on a road section

where the speed limit is greater than
70 km/h; and

id) not allowed to drive their
motor cycle or motor tricycle on
the offside lane of expressways
where there are 3 or more traffic
lanes,

A Tip for Smart Driving

s,

Be Responsible, Courteous and Considerate

As a smart driver, you must have a proper concern not only
for your own safety and that of your passenaers, but also for
the safety of every other road user, including pedestrians.
You can do this only if you pay close attention to the varying
traffic situations as they develop. You can then plan your
own manoeuvres well in advance so that they will not cause
danger or inconvenience Lo others. Always be cautions and
keep an air of expectancy. At times you may be tempted to
make a rush move - DON'T DO IT!



