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GAZETTE NO. 20/1998 4879

Specifications of Wheel Guards {Mudguards and Mudflaps) Notice

(Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles)
Regulations, regulations 35(4) and 84(3))

[1.6.1998]
Citation

This notice may be cited as the Specifications of Wheel Guards (Mudguards and Mudflaps)
Notice.

Interpretation

In this notice—

“wheel guards” is to be taken as a collective term for vehicle bodywork, mudguards and
mudflaps.

“static loaded tyre radius” means the distance {rom the centre of tyre contact (flat floor
surface) to the wheel centre measured in the wheel plane of stationary tyre inflated to normal
operating pressure.

“width of the tyre” means total width taking into account the extremes of tyre and wheel
combination as rotated with the wheels. In the case of twin wheels, the total width over two
tyres shall take into account.

General Requirements

The Commissioner for Transport has specified that—

3.1 these Specifications shall apply to vehicles registered on or after J June 1998,
3.2 all vehicles shall be provided with wheel guards.

3.3 wheel guards may be parts of the vehicle bodywork, mudguards, mudflaps, etc.

3.4 the wheel guards shall be so designed as to protect road users, as far as possible, against
thrown-up stones, mud, ice, snow and water and to reduce the dangers of those users of
coming into contact with the rotating wheels.

3.5 all buses, light buses, goods vehicles, trailers and special purpose vehicles shall comply
with these Specifications or those specifications detailed in Council Directive
“91/226/EEC” of the European Economic Community.

3.6 other vehicles shall comply with the requirements on mudguards of these specifications,
or other national or international standards subject to Commissioner’s approval. For
applying consideration ol national or international standards (e.g. ADR and EEC),
applicants should provide the relevant standards and the proof of the compliance of such
standards.

3.7 the requirement of this part does not apply to any vehicle the construction or use of
which 1s, in the Commissioner’s opinion, unnecessary or impracticable to provide a wheel
guard.

Special Requirements

The Commissioner for Transport has specified that—

4.1 the wheel guards shall be so constructed that they meet the following requirements when a
vehicle 15 1n no load condition, with bodywork and in running order (including the loads
of basic equipment such as coolant, oils, fuel, etc.). For a trailer, it shall be attached to the
tractor unit. For vehicles fitted with demountable body systems, the body shall not be
attached. In all cases, the wheels shall be in the straight ahead position. These requirements
shall be read in conjunction with the attached drawings (No. SKP3179, SKP31792 and
SKP31793) for the “Wheel Guards (Mudguards and Mudflaps) Specifications”.

4.2 the mudguard of the foremost wheels protected by bumper shall be in the part formed by
radial planes to a point at an angle of 30 degrees to the {ront of the vertical centre line of
the tyre, and shall be extended from the vertical centre line of the tyre to a point at the
rear not more than 100 mm above the horizontal centre hine of the tyre. The mudguard
of the rest of the wheels on the same vehicle shall be in the part formed by radial planes
to a point at an angle of 70 degrees (non-steerable wheels) or 60 degrees (steerable
wheels) to the front of the vertical centre line of the tvre, and shall be extended {rom the
vertical centre line of the tyre to a point at the rear not more than 100 mm above the
horizontal centre hine of the tyre.
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the depth of the projection (valance) situated at the outer edge of the mudgunard,
measured in the vertical longitudinal plane passing through the centre of the tyre, shall be
at least 30 mm. This depth may be reduced progressively to zero to a point at an angle of
70 degrees (non-steerable wheels) or 60 degrees (steerable wheels) to the front of the
vertical centre line of the tyre. In case ol multiple axles design, the relevant dimensions of
the valance are shown in the atiached drawings (No. SKP31792 and SKP31793). For a
vehicle having a maximum gross vehicle weight equal to or less than 3 500 kg, the depth
may be reduced progressively to zero to a point at an angle of 30 degrees to the [ront and
50 degrees to the rear of the vertical centre line of the tyre.

il “R” 1s the static radius of a tyre of a vehicle having a maximum gross vehicle weight
cxceeding 7 500 kg, the distance between the centre of the tyre and the lower edge of
valance of the mudguard shall noi be more than 1.25 times of “R” for non-steerable
wheel(s) or 1.5 times of “R” for steerable wheel(s); if “R” is the static radius of a tyre of
a vehicle having a maximum gross vehicle weight exceeding 3 500 kg but not exceeding
7 500 kg, the distance between the centre 'of the tyre and the lower edge of valance of the
mudguard shall not be more than 1.5 times of “R” for all wheels; 1f “R” is the static
radius of a tyre of a vehicle having a maximum gross vehicle weight equal to or less than
3 500 kg, the distance between the centre of the tyre and the lower edge of valance of the
mudguard shall not be more than 2 times of “R” for all wheels.

the mudguard shall be extended the full width of the tyre but it must not extended
beyond to a maximum of 75 mm in the case of non-steerable wheel(s) and 100 mm in the
case of steerable wheel(s) as shown in the drawings.

a mudflap is a contaimment device attached to the underside of the vehicle or to a
mudpuard to form an extension toward the road surface, behind the wheel(s). It should
be fitted at the rearmost tyre in conjunction with the mudguard. The mudflap shall be at
least the width of the tyre tread pattern.

the maximum clearance between the rearmost point of the tyre(s) to the mmnermost
surface of a mudflap shall not be more than 300 mm.

The maximum height of the bottom edge ol the mudflap shall not exceed a height of
230 mm.

mudflaps shall not be capable of being deflected rearward by more than 100 mm when
subjected (o a force of 3 N per 100 mm of the mudflap width, applied across the width

by, for example, a load spreading bar, at a height of 50 mm above the bottom of the
mudflap.

4.10in the case of vehicles having adjustable suspension height, the above mentioned

requirements shall be met when the vehicle s in 1ts normal running position specified by
the vehicle manufacturer.

4.11 the wheel guards may consist of several components, provided no gaps exist between or

within the individual part when vehicle is in running order. The wheel guards shall be
firmly attached to the vehicle.

4.12 in the case of multiple axles vehicle, if the distance between the tyres on two parallel axles

is greater than 300 mm, the tyres shall be treated as separated for mudguarding purposes.

Fanny LAW FAN Chiu-fun Commissioner for Transport
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