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Application for Exemption from Licensing of Public Vehicles / Franchised Buses
Unlicensed for Two Years or More

Application Guidelines
(Version as at December 2025)

Introduction

The Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2024 will
take effect on 22 December 2025 to strengthen regulations on prolonged unlicensed vehicles.

Starting from 22 December 2025, the Transport Department (“TD”’) will issue a notice (the “notice”) to
registered owners of vehicles unlicensed for two years or more, requiring them to, within three months
of the date of notice (“three-month notice period”), renew the licence, or cancel the registration of such
vehicles with the TD after scrapping them or permanently shipping them out of Hong Kong. A new
offence is also introduced for failing to comply with the notice in order to heighten deterrence against
registered vehicle owners abandoning their vehicles. Vehicle owners, who will continue to be held
responsible for any unlicensed vehicles registered under their name, are reminded to handle their
vehicles properly and in a timely manner to avoid contravening the law.

Failing to comply with the notice upon expiry of the three-month notice period will constitute an
offence unless exempted. The maximum penalty for the first conviction will be a fine of $10,000
and imprisonment for three months. For each subsequent conviction, the maximum penalty will be a
$25,000 fine and six months' imprisonment. If the court convicts and imposes a fine on a vehicle owner,
for so long as the fine remains unpaid, the TD must:

(1) refuse to issue or renew the driving licence of the convicted vehicle owner;

(2) take no action on any notice for transfer of ownership of the subject vehicle and any other vehicles
under the convicted owner's name; and

(3) refuse to issue a vehicle licence to the subject vehicle and any other vehicles under the convicted
vehicle owner's name.

Vehicle owners who have a genuine difficulty in licensing their vehicles within the three-month notice
period or have reasonable grounds for not licensing their vehicles may apply for an exemption from the
TD.

For the avoidance of doubt, please note that even when a vehicle is unlicensed or is granted an
exemption, the vehicle owner continues to bear all legal liabilities associated with it for so long as
the vehicle remains registered under the owner’s name.

Exemption Period

The exemption period that may be granted by the TD to public vehicles/franchised buses would be
subject to the circumstances of each case, and should in any event not exceed 1 year. The exemption
period commences on the day when the TD completes the processing of the application. For
vehicles owners who applied for and are granted with a further exemption within 3 months before
the current exemption period expires, the new exemption period will commence after the current
exemption period expires.



Required Documents

(1) Duly completed “Application for Exemption from Licensing of Vehicles Unlicensed for Two Years
or More” (TD651)

(2) Original or photocopy of - Certificate of Incorporation/ Certificate of Registration of Non-Hong
Kong Company / Certificate of Change of Name / Certificate of Registration of Alteration of Name
of Registered Non-Hong Kong Company, together with an authorisation letter issued and signed by
a person nominated and authorised by the company

(3) Relevant supporting justifications and documents (if applicable)

Place of Submission

You can submit your application in person, through an authorised agent or by post to the following
locations —

Application for Exemption from Licensing of Public Vehicles

Public Vehicles Unit, Transport Department

3/F, United Centre, 95 Queensway, Hong Kong

[Office Hours: (Mondays to Fridays) From 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.;
closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays]

Application for Exemption from Licensing of Franchised Buses

Hong Kong Licensing Office, Transport Department

3/F, United Centre, 95 Queensway, Hong Kong
[Office Hours: (Mondays to Fridays) From 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.;
closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays]

Upon receipt of all required documents and if the application is in order, the application result will be
mailed to you by post.

For proper delivery of your mail items to the TD, and to avoid unnecessary delivery delay or
unsuccessful delivery, please ensure your mail items bear sufficient postage before posting (Please note
the latest details about postage rates by Hongkong Post). The TD will not receive any underpaid mail
items. Any underpaid mail items will be handled by the Hongkong Post, with actions including but not
limited to levying a surcharge on the sender for mail item that bears a sender’s address.

“New Vehicle Registration and Licensing Regime” Thematic Webpage

Members of the public may refer to the TD's website
(https://www.td.gov.hk/en/public services/licences and permits/evralr/index.html) for details.

Enquiries
Transport Department 24-hour hotline: (852) 2804 2600 / E-mail address: tdeng@td.gov.hk
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