4.1.

§.1.2

4.1.

1

3

Traffic Signing and Road Marking on Private Roads

General

The Road Traffie (Traffie Control) Regulations provide for the
Commissioner for Transport by means of a gazette notice to permit
any of the traffiec signs and road markings contained in the
Schedules of these Regulations, to be erected or placed by the
owners of private roads along their roads without further
reference to the Commissioner. It should be stressed that the
traffic signs and road markings referred to are those related to
traffiec control, and not parking, which is, as mentioned in
Section 2, entirely the responsibility of the owner.

The current gazetted list of traffic signs and road markings that
may be erected or placed by owners of private roads may be
obtained from the Regional Offices of the Transport Department,
but Diagrams 4.1.1 to 4.1.7 illustrate the majority of these
traffie signs and road markings. The actual Road Traffic
(Traffic Control) Regulations should be consulted in respect of
the exact description of the ¢traffic signs and road markings
illustrated.

It is important to realise that not all the traffiec signs and
road markings included in the Schedules of the Road Traffic
(Traffic Control) Regulations are or will be permitted to be
erected or placed by the owners of private roads on their roads.
Traffic signs and road markings not specified in this Section
must not be erected or placed unless specific authorisation has
been obtained from the Transport Department. The procedures for
making an application for approval to erect or place these
traffic signs or road markings are given in Section 5, and it
should be remembered that without such authority, the placement
of such a sign or marking by an owner of a private road will be
an offence. If there is any doubt as to whether a particular
traffiec sign or road marking may be used the appropriate Regional

Office of the Transport Department should be consulted.
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b.1.4

k.1.5

4.1.6

As mentioned above, owners of private roads may erect or place
the traffic =igns and road markings shown in Diagrams U4.1.1 to
$.1.7. In the case of regulatory traffic signs and road
markings, an offence will be committed if a person does not obey
the traffic sign or road marking, therefore it is essential that
such traffic signs or road markings are used in accordance with
the advice in this Code, otherwise enforcement difficulties may
arise. Additionally in the event that it is found that a traffic
sign or road marking is being used incorrectly, under the Road
Traffic Ordinance, the Commissioner has powers to direct an owner
of a private road to remove or replace a traffic sign or road
marking at the latter's cost. If the owner fails to do so, the
Commissioner for Transport may instruct any agency to carry out
the works and the cost will be borne by the owner. Although
warning or informatory traffic signs and road markings do not
generally have regulatory effect, it is still important that such
traffiec signs and road markings are properly located in
accordance with the advice in this Code, and again the
Commissioner can direct an owner of a private road to remove or
relocate or replace any warning or informatory traffic sign or

road marking not used correctly.

Nothing in this Code however, prevents the use of any prescribed
traffic sign required by the Director of Highways to provide
adequate traffic control, guidance, and warning in the vicinity

of road works by the perscn responsible for those road works.

The erection and use of traffic light signals on private roads is
not permitted except with the direct authorisation of the
Commissioner for Transport or his representative, or in
situations where an access road is less than 5.5m in width and
alternate one=way working 1is required. Traffic light signal
equipment used in these situations must conform to the
requirements of the Road Traffic (Traffic Control) Regulations.
Diagram H4.1.7 indicates the general requirements in this respect
but the actual regulations and appropriate schedules should be

consulted.
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4.1.7

4.1.8

4.1.9

It is essential, particularly in respect of the enforcement of
regulatory traffic signs and road markings, that proper records
are kept of where traffic signs and road markings are erected or
placed, respectively, and when they were so erected or placed.
This should be done by marking on a plan of the private road or
roads, the positions of any signs or road markings, a description
of the traffic sign e.g. Figure No. 101, or the road marking e.g.
Figure No. 508, and the date when the traffic sign or road

marking was first erected or placed.

Traffic signs and road markings should be regularly inspected and
if any damage or wear is apparent the traffic sign or road

marking should be replaced or re-marked as the case may be.
Apart from enforcement difficulties that may arise because of a
damaged traffic sign or a worn road marking, it should be
remembered that in the first instance these signs and markings
were placed for the control and guidance of road users and if
such signs or markings cannot be seen then effective control
cannot be achieved, to the detriment of the efficient circulation
of traffic on the private road, and perhaps more importantly road

safety.

Although every effort has been made to provide as comprehensive
advice as possible in this Code, regarding the placement and use
of traffic signs and road markings, the advice cannot cover every
eventuality and therefore owners of private roads are strongly
recommended to employ suitable consultants to advise them on

these matters.
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