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Safety tips for driving on steep roads
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When travelling on steep roads, you should pay attention to the following points:
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= Select and maintain appropriate gear. On uphill road of great
gradient, control throttle properly to adjust the speed.
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* When going downhill, engage low gear and apply brake lightly (or engage ancillary
braking systems) to maintain appropriate speed. Avoid applying the brake
continuously for a prolonged period of time.
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= Always keep a safe distance ahead, and /

maintain a longer stopping distance when

driving downbhill. "(@\
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= On a narrow road (such as
single track road), give way to
approch vehicles going uphill
whenever possible.
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= Pay extra attention
when fully loaded.
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Pay attention to the following traffic signs:
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A steep uphill section of road ahead . @
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A steep downhill section of road |gms=

ahead, with advice on using a low gear ETEFHEE SENESBHK
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= The ratio on the sign shows the gradient of the road. The il veh|c.1e exceeds‘the
higher the ratio, the steeper the road. For example, a 1:5 length, height or weight
road (or 20%) is steeper than a 1:10 road (or 10%). restriction of the road.
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Safety tips for parking on steep roads
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Avoid parking on steep roads. If unavoidable, you should observe the following advices:

BEREAN R
Uphill road with kerb

BREANTRERE
Downhill road with kerb
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Uphill road without kerb
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On steep uphill road with kerb:

= Stop as close as you can to the nearside kerb.

» Leave your steering wheel turned to the right. In case the vehicle rolls
backwards, it will be checked by the front wheel coming against the
kerb.

= After stopping, switch off the engine, leave the vehicle in first gear or
park mode (automatic), and apply parking brake firmly.
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On steep downhill road with kerb:

= Stop as close as you can to the nearside kerb.

* Turn the steering wheel to the left, so that any forward movement of
the vehicle will be checked by the kerb.

= After stopping, switch off the engine, leave the vehicle in reverse gear or
park mode (automatic), and apply parking brake firmly.
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On steep uphill/downhill road without kerb:

» Turn the steering wheel to the left.

= After stopping, switch off the engine, leave the vehicle in first gear (uphill
road) / reverse gear (downhill road) or park mode (automatic), and
apply parking brake firmly.
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Safety tips for drivers of commercial vehicles
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Drivers should ensure: @ HEWRABHEY)

The vehicle is not overloaded.
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Rear view mirrors are clean, with
direction properly adjusted,
and the view of mirrors are not

blocked by other objects (such \
as curtains). B RE R ERGIRE REF ©

The vehicle and tyres are in good condition.

All loads are properly
secured. Cover the
loads if necessary.
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Safety tips for using vehicles with cranes:

= Crane operators and drivers must ensure that the crane is
lowered and returned to its stowed position after use.

» Warning systems should be installed on such vehicles to alert
drivers if the crane is out of its stowed position when the
vehicle is in motion.
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Safety tips for using vehicles with tail lifts:
* Do not attempt to check or repair the vehicle on the road.
= When waiting for rescue or towing service, do not open or use the tail lift.

RESINEREA
additional lighting

. %ﬁ?‘%feﬂ‘“%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬂ’]@%ﬂh BEMZR
BHIRAHEREARE m—LERIARENER R
HHBNEEE o

= To improve the conspicuousness of opened tail

B o lifts while loading/ unloading, vehicle owners

: S - should fit additional lighting and retro-reflective
ﬁﬁ’itﬁ@ﬁ aids for the tail lifts.
retro-reflective aids
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If you have any comments on this Road Safety Bulletin, please contact Transport Department (email: rssd@td.gov.hk).
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