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New Measures to Combat Drug Driving-
Rapid Oral Fluid Test
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Pursuant to sections 39J, 39K and 39L of the Road Traffic Ordinance years

(Cap. 374) (“RTO"), a person who drives or attempts to drive, or is in charge of,

a motor vehicle on any road while (a) any concentration of a specified illicit
drug® is present in the person’s blood or urine or (b) under the influence of a
specified illicit drug or a drug (other than a specified illicit drug) to such an
extent as to be incapable of having proper control of the motor vehicle
commits an offence. On conviction, the offender is liable to a maximum fine
at level 4 ($25,000 at present), a maximum imprisonment for 3 years, as well

as a maximum driving disqualification period of not less than 5 years. e
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* The specified six illicit drugs in Schedule 1A of RTO are heroin, ketamine Maximum driving
(“k”), methamphetamine (“ice”), cannabis (“grass”), cocaine and 3, d'sq“a";a;jt:on per;sd of
4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine (“MDMA”). e thar years
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Rapid Oral Fluid Test (ROFT)
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To enhance the efficiency of anti-drug driving enforcement and road safety,

starting from 19 February 2021, the Police have adopted “DrugWipe®6S” for
ROFT as a preliminary on-site test on persons suspected of driving under the

influence of drugs.

(R@FT)



R 2 O Az SRRl ET

Rapid Oral Fluid Test (ROFT)
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e Pursuant to section 39M of RTO, a person may be required to undergo a ROFT to detect whether any specified illicit drug

is present in his or her oral fluid, if the police officer has reasonable cause to suspect that the person has been driving
while under the influence of drugs, involved in a traffic accident or committed a traffic offence.

e Pursuant to section 390 of RTO, if a person without reasonable excuse, fails to provide specimen(s) of oral fluid to carry
out a ROFT. The maximum penalty is the same as that for drug driving.

® Pursuant to section 39P of RTO, if the test results indicate any concentration of a specified illicit drug in the oral fluid, that
person must provide specimen of blood and / or urine for a laboratory test.
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e “DrugWipe®6S’, which is manufactured by a German company, has been deployed in some other jurisdictions such as
Australia, Belgium and the United Kingdom for drug driving enforcement. As revealed from the Hospital Authority’s
assessment, “DrugWipe®6S” has the best performance in terms of test success rate and its specificity and accuracy are
satisfactory.

® “DrugWipe®65”is a stick-shaped (13cm x 2cm) instrument. Police officers will use its accessories to extract and analyze a
small amount of oral fluid from a person suspected of driving under the influence of drugs. The result will be available in
about 8 to 10 minutes.

e Compared with the traditional methods of “Drug Influence Recognition Observation” and “Impairment Test’,
“DrugWipe®6S” shortens the time required for preliminary on-site testing. The detection method is comparatively
objective and scientific, and it can reliably detect drivers who do not show any signs of having used drugs.
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Up to 31 August 2021, the police conducted ROFT on 206 drivers during patrols and law

enforcement operations. There were 77 positive and 129 negative cases. Besides, 4 drivers
refused to perform ROFT.
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Duty to Stop in case of Accidents Involving Injuries to Cats or Dogs
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® To improve the welfare of animals involved in traffic accidents, with effect from 7 November 2021, the scope of animal
specified in section 56 of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374) (“RTO") will be expanded to include cat and dog in
addition to horse, cattle, ass, mule, sheep, pig and goat.
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® A driver whose vehicle is involved in an accident, in which a specified animal (including cat or dog) is injured, must stop
the vehicle and give his/her particulars to the keeper of the animal, if present, or report the accident to the Police as soon
as possible. This will enable the injured animal to receive timely medical treatment.
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Give particulars to the keeper
of the animal (if present);
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Report to the Police
(Call 999)
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® A person who fails to stop his/her vehicle in case of an
accident is liable to a fine at level 3 ($10,000 at present) p——
and imprisonment for 12 months, whereas a person who miﬁg Mgai"f'm
fails to give his/her particulars or to report the accident Failing to *
as required is liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000 at Report
present) and to imprisonment for 6 months.
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A fine at level 4
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If you have any comments on this Road Safety Bulletin, please contact Transport Department (email: rssd@td.gov.hk).
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