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Driving Attentively
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In 2022, the number of traffic accidents involving driving inattentively

by drivers is about 4,000, accounting for about 30% of the overall number
of traffic accidents.
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Stay Alert of Road Traffic Conditions on the Road
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While driving, drivers shall stay alert of traffic conditions, drive attentively and must not
do two things at the same time.

* Follow traffic rules including traffic signs, traffic light signals and roadcmarkings on roads.

* Always be prepared for traffic conditions ahead. e

» Before changing lanes, overtaking or reversing etc., use the mirrors or other monitoring displays e e S
to check the traffic conditions around. Look around as well for a final check if it is safe to
do so.

* Keep a safe distance with the vehicle in front. The higher the speed of vehicle, the longer safe
distance is required. On rainy days or wet roads, the safe distance shall be longer than normal.
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* Slow down when seeing the first indication of road works. Be prepared

for working personnel and vehicles moving unexpectedly close to
or into the open traffic lanes.
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Avoid Fatigue Driving
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Ensure sufficient rest before driving. Lower the windows to let fresh air in or
lower the temperature of the air-conditioning to keep awake if feeling tired
while driving. Do not drive if feeling tired.
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Pay Attention to Pedestrians
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* Always look around and check that there are no pedestrians near the vehicle.

¢ Give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross the road and wait for them patiently.

* Drive carefully when pedestrians are around. Look out for pedestrians entering the road suddenly, from
before or behind parked or stopped vehicles.
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* Electric or hybrid vehicle are relatively quiet,
pedestrians may not notice that vehicle is
approaching. Be extra careful, and look out for
the road conditions and pedestrians entering the
road suddenly.
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» Area in front of a large vehicle may not be visible
due to its higher height. Beware of pedestrians
who may locate in front of the vehicle or in the
blind spots.
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Zebra Crossing
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* When approaching a zebra crossing, look out for
pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross. Be ready
to slow down and stop behind the ‘Give way line.

* Must stop and give way to anyone who has stepped
onto a zebra crossing.
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Do Not Use Mobile Phones while Driving
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* Do not use mobile phones or any other telecommunication equipment é
by holding it in hand, or holding it between head and shoulder.
* Do not use mobile phones for watching video, reading or texting, etc.,
which may distract drivers. ﬁ
* Either stop in a safe place or ask a passenger for assistance if using =
mobile phone is essential.
¢ Even using hands-free device, keep the conversation short.
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Seat Belt Fastening Detection and Alert System on Public Light Buses (PLBs)
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« To enhance Public Light Bus (“PLB”) passengers’ awareness of fastening seat
belt,the Transport Department (“ TD” ) has amended the Licensing Conditions
for PLB with an additional requirement for all PLBs with their first registration on or
after 1 September 2023 to install the Seat Belt Fastening Detection and Alert System
(“the System”) inside the vehicle compartment. The System includes sensors, LCD
panels and speakers for purpose of detecting seat occupancy and seat belt fastening P 45 /7
status and reminding passengers to fasten seat belt through the provision of sk Speaker
visual-cum-audible alerts.

* The TD has consulted relevant stakeholders, including PLB trade and vehicle manufacturers, etc., for their
opinions, and issued notification letter to them on the implementation date of the additional licensing condition

above-mentioned. The System so fitted on board the PLBs concemed wiill be checked to ensure compliance
with the requirement during vehicle examinations.

* PLB passengers must fasten seat belts installed on their seats. Those who fail to comply will be liable to a
maximum fine of $5,000 and 3 months’ imprisonment.
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If you have any comments on this Road Safety Bulletin, please contact Transport Department (email: rssd@td.gov.hk).



